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urged beyond reason, as "there is good reason to
believe that, when it becomes necessary, we may
obtain supplies abroad as readily as any other
nation whatsoever/' He instanced as a cogent
reason in favor of protective duties that, as the
States had formerly the power of making regu-
lations of trade to cherish their domestic interests,
it must be presumed that, when they put the
exercise of this power into other hands by adopting
the Constitution, "they must have done this with
the expectation that those interests would not be
neglected" by Congress.
Actuated by such views, and doubtless also
influenced by the great need for revenue, Madison
was on the whole favorable to amendments
extending the list of dutiable articles. Though
there were conflicts between members from manu-
facturing districts and those from agricultural
constituencies, and though the salt protectionists
of New York had some difficulty in carrying their
point, the contention did not follow sectional lines.
Coal was added to the list on the motion of a mem-
ber from Virginia. The duties levied were, how-
ever, very moderate, ranging from five to twelve
and one-half per cent, with an exception in the case
of one article that might be considered a luxury.